AN OUTLINE OF PREFABRICATION
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57. Deutsche Stahlhaus being erected. Note the convenient size of the frames for
handling purposes. This structure could be built up to three storeys in height.
It will have been noticed that the large scale use of prefabrication had
been inspired in Great Britain and Germany mainly by economic causes.
Vereinigte Stahlwerke had suddenly put terrific energy into the production
of steel houses, not from any special desire to benefit humanity, but because
the slump in the steel trade in 1927 had left a large surplus of steel for
which to seek a market. It was the same in the United States. The year of
depression at the close of the 1920'$ resulted in intense activity on the
Ipart of the big steel companies who thought they saw in housing a virgin
field for the unloading of their products. The amount of actual building
that ensued, however, was negligible in relation to the market. As
recovery in trade ensued, the companies lost interest in what had proved a
very difficult medium for sales. . Nevertheless, some most interesting
ideas had been evolved.
Ever since the Nils Poulson house.a limited number of steel frame houses
had been built, and in 1926 several new systems using a metal lumber
frame were put on the market. These frames derived directly from the
timber construction which was traditional in America, as is shown by the
term metal lumber. Studs were spaced at very close centres giving the
house the appearance of a forest of steeL Later work used the metal more
rationallv, with members snaced much wider aoart sn as tn taW arvnnnt